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GRIZZLIES WIN BIG SKY TITLE: MOST LEAGUE 
2/27/78 P O ST-SEASON T O U R N A M E N T ________________________
sports state + Big Sky + basketball s u p p . r osenthal/jg 
M I S S O U L A - -
The U n i versity of M o n t a n a  Grizzly basketball team c aptured the r e g u l a r  season Big 
Sky Conference title this past w e e k e n d  with wins over Idaho State, 92-77, and Boise 
State, 73-67. The two home wins give M o n t a n a  a 12-2 league mark, one game ahead of 
runnerup Idaho State, with an 11-3 record. Web e r  State finished third in the conference 
at 9-5, while Boise State suffered two losses on the w e e k e n d  but w o u n d  up fourth with 
an 8-6 record.
Montana has e qualled the longest win streak in the his t o r y  of the schoo l - - 1 3  games. 
The Grizzlies of 1941-42 w on 13 straight as did the 1973-74 squad. It is belie v e d  that 
the current 13 game win streak is the nation's longest in Division I basketball. The 
13 games includes the win over Athletes in A c tion Challengers. The other 12 contests 
are against Big Sky Conference opponents.
Montana also reached the 20 w in p l a t e a u  w ith Saturday's victory. The Grizzlies 
are 20-6 going into a Feb. 27 game against Utah State in Logan. That game concludes 
the regular season. The 20 wins includes the A IA Challe n g e r s  game.
The Big Sky Conference tournament begins in M i s s o u l a  w ith a 7 p.m. game pit t i n g  
second place Idaho State against third place We b e r  State. At 9 p.m., first place 
Montana hosts fourth place Boise State. The winners will meet at 8 p.m. S aturday for the 
right to represent the Big Sky in the first round of the N C A A  W e s t e r n  Regional 
tournament, to be held March 11 in Eugene, Oregon. The Big Sky repre s e n t a t i v e  will meet 
a team receiving an at-large berth.
Michael Ray Richardson and John S t r o e d e r  teamed up to lead the scoring attack against 
Idaho State, Friday night. Richardson, a 6-5 senior guard, canned 32 points, pick e d  off 
8 rebounds, handed out 7 assists and came up with 6 steals.
-more-
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S t r o e d e r , a 6-9*3 sophomore center, tallied a career high 24 points on a 10 of 13 p e r f o r m a n c e  
from the field and a perfect 4 of 4 from the line. 6 - 7  forward Craig Henkel was the leading 
rebounder for M ontana with 9 c a r o m s .
Henkel was the leading rebounder in the Boise State game w i t h  10 boards, as the 
Griz turned back a d e t ermined BSU club, 73-67. R i chardson led all scorers w ith 29 
points Stro e d e r  added 17 points. Richa r d s o n  also had 8 rebounds, 6 assists and 4
s t e a l s .
"It does not h a p p e n  often that a group of kids can come t ogether and become a 
cohesive unit w ith a complete team approach to the game," UM H e a d  Basketball Coach Jim 
Brandenburg said. "This, however, has h a p p e n e d  to our club, and we have b e come very 
difficult to beat. Our team is confident it can p l a y  and beat anyone," Brandenburg 
s a i d .
The regular season champions will have less than a week to get ready for a rematch 
with Boise State. The Griz will p l a y  the Broncos in Friday night's second game.
Boise State finished the regular season w ith a 13-13 overall mark.
In Friday night's 7 p.m. game, second place Idaho State meets third place Web e r  
State. The winners from the Friday night games will play for the title, S a t u r d a y  night.
All three tournament games will be p l a y e d  in the Har r y  Adams Fieldhouse on the 
University of Montana campus.
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